Drop-out crisis impacting America: can we turn it around?
Increasing numbers of our adolescents are leaving high school before attaining a standard diploma. In today's society, dropping out of high school increases the likelihood of substandard living, lower job potential, and, perhaps, poverty and welfare. As our nation adds more rigorous requirements to graduation, we should develop programs to assist at-risk students to be successful. Without supporting our youth, we will be faced with a nation of undereducated, welfare-level adults, driving down our earning potential, increasing crime, and lowering our community viability. Now is the time for change. This article describes the situation, reviews interventions, and presents a challenge for change.